From these facts the Commission concluded, as they had before assumed, that the best bed for soldiers in camp was one formed from fir or cedar spray. The inspectors from the outset had been instructed to recommend its use when practicable. It was advised that the material should be frequently removed and burned, after a thorough cleansing of the tent floor, the tents being struck for the purpose.
The fact, however, of chief and more general interest to be deduced from these particulars is, that any of the three different forms of flooring is better for the soldier, so far as the whole amount of sickness is concerned, than the bare ground ; and the next best form to straw or fir boughs, is that which of all the others is most practicable, convenient, and fitted for general use, the india-rubber blanket.
The experienced officers of the volunteer forces objected to the board floors in tents. They regarded them as being damper than the ground itself, as affording opportunity for the collection of rubbish and dirt, and impeding the thorough cleansing of the tent site.
In 20 per cent, of the camps only were the latrines badly regulated ; in 23 per cent, the offal was imperfectly disposed of; but in 50 per cent, the litter and manure of the horses had been allowed to accumulate an indefinite period, the stables being sometimes found actually within the camps.
Five per cent, of the camps inspected were in admirable order, and 45 per cent, were fairly clean and well policed; but the condition of 26 per cent, was negligent and slovenly, and that of 24 per cent, decidedly bad, filthy, and dangerous.
In nothing were the volunteer officers more remiss in duty than in not ascertaining deficiencies of clothing among the men. 
